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Comprehensive Plan Purpose 
Guide the type, location, and appearance of City 
growth over the next 20 years.

Represent the City’s vision, goals, and 
recommendations on land use, revitalization, 
natural resources, transportation, housing, and 
economic development.

Help make decisions on questions like 
rezonings, road and utility extensions, and other 
public investments.
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What has been happening 
recently on this project?

• Reviewed background information. 

• Had a successful community vision workshop.

• Crafted a draft vision statement.

• Exploring Fort Atkinson’s future opportunities.  
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What will happen after tonight?
Prepare a draft of the City’s Comprehensive 
Plan 

Will feature a future land use map and policies

Include advice for redevelopment, transportation, 
community facilities, housing, economic 
development, and a host of other issues related to 
community growth and change. 

Public, official, and intergovernmental review 
of draft Comprehensive Plan
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Purpose of this Open House

• Advise the Comprehensive Plan Steering 
Committee

• Comment on Fort Atkinson’s draft vision and 
future opportunities

• Help determine the desired future location, 
appearance, and type of development in Fort 
Atkinson over the next 20 years
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Context and Vision
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Basis for Future Plan Direction

Past plans and policies

Vision workshop and Committee guidance

Regional context

Local conditions

Growth forecasts
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Regional Influences
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Local Growth 
Factors
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Vision Statement
(Insert Vision Statement)
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Proposed Vision Statement

In the year 2030, Fort Atkinson will be a 
healthy, dynamic community characterized 

by sustainable housing, employment, 
entertainment, and educational 

opportunities.  The City will have 
successfully integrated its unique history, 

culture, and values with new directions.  Fort 
Atkinson will evoke a sense of pride and 

belonging in those who have the fortune of 
living or working here.
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Overall Plan Goals

Preserve and promote the City’s unique 
characteristics and quality of life.

Ensure long-term economic viability.

Practice community-wide sustainability.
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Conceptual Future Land Use and 
Opportunity Maps
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Environmental 
corridors determine 
form

Growth forecasts 
suggests amount 

Different parts of 
City have different 
emphases and 
opportunities

Growth Concept



Fort Atkinson
Comprehensive Plan Vandewalle &

Associates

Northwest Quadrant
North Neighborhood
North Railway
Healthcare Center
Historic Downtown
Central Neighborhood
Janesville Avenue
Southwest Economic
South Neighborhood
Whitewater Avenue

Planning Areas
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Build off 2002 
plan
Traditional 
neighborhood 
and urban mixed 
use
Connections 
across bypass
Link open spaces
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Mixed use 
redevelopment on 
Madison/12
Parks and 
schools as 
gathering spots
Maintain quality
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Job center
Rail-based 
industrial infill & 
redevelopment
Enhance 
entryway
Live-work 
redevelopment at 
K-mart site 
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Enhanced 
wayfinding
Vertical medical 
expansion
Neighborhood 
preservation
Open space 
connection to 
river
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Historic center
• Maintain history
• Niche retail & 

entertainment
• 2nd floor uses
Edges
• Entry features
• Redevelopment
• Restore fabric
Need more detail
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Urban living
Single family 
character
Maintain 
infrastructure
Neighborhood 
retail revitalization 
& mixed uses
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Regional 
entertainment
“2nd Night”
Identity created 
through new 
uses, some 
relocation, 
streetscaping, 
design standards
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Market and land point to industrial
Bio-based industry opportunity
Mixed use & hospitality near interchange
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City and town road and open space connections
Conservation neighborhood design & housing mix
Park and trail opportunities
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Improved 
development 
character & 
access
Mixed use pattern 
with commercial 
at intersections
Community entry 
at bend
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Next Steps
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Tonight…

• Visit stations
• Comment on overall vision & ideas for each 

planning area
• Participate in visual preference survey
• Complete evaluation form
• Ask questions & advise direction 
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After tonight…

• Public review draft Comprehensive Plan is 
expected by the end of the year

• Public open house in winter to review draft Plan
• Next Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee 

meeting is October 15th at 6:00 p.m. in the Police 
Department Training Room

• Check on the planning process at 
www.vandewalle.com/work/fortatkinson.html


